What are parents' and students’ rights under FERPA?

At the K-12 school level, FERPA provides parents with the right to inspect and review their
children's education records, the right to seek to amend information in the records they believeto
be inaccurate, misleading, or an invasion of privacy, and the right to consent to the disclosure of
personally identifiable information from their children's education records. When a student
turns 18 years old or enters a postsecondary institution at any age, these rights under FERPA
transfer from the student's parentsto the student. Under FERPA, a student to whom the rights
have transferred is known as an "eligible student.” Although the law does say that the parents'
rights afforded by FERPA transfer to the "eligible student,” FERPA clearly provides ways in

which an institution can share education records on the student with his or her parents.

While concerns have been expressed about the limitations on the release of information, there are
exceptionsto FERPA's general rule that educational agencies and institutions subject to FERPA
may not have a policy or practice of disclosing "education records’ without the written consent1.153 0 Td (pra









